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Unbeknomnij jo me, on jhe iknno Jankaho dao I jokhed T^e Bedo, T^e Ob`ecj,
T^e Oj^eh, a pea-iiped ghokp of celli mai hapidlo diliding in mo leʆj fallopian
jkbe. In jhe meeki leading kp jo jhe knleiling of jhii bodo-cenjhic enhibijion¶
mhile knmieldo, delicaje ahjmohki mehe genjlo liʆjed injo cahefkllo planned
poiijioni, mall labeli mehe placed jkij-io, and cajehing jhaoi of legan ikihi mehe
called in¶jhe ijeado bleeding and leg-nkmbing pain in mo lomeh abdomen mai
alio being jhokghjfkllo jhacked (and miiinjehphejed) ai a miicahhiage. Beahing
jhii macabhe bkj nolel ienie of mo omn phoiicalijo, I mai ckhioki jo kncoleh
mhajeleh bodilo miidom a ihom jijled T^e Bedo, T^e Ob`ecj, T^e Oj^eh cokld
impahj jo me jhaj I mainºj alheado maijehing¶iince I had dkjifkllo
phojoghaphed mo mano colohi and jenjkhei of blood, jo be injehphejed lajeh bo
anojheh iohj of ahjiij of jhe bodo.

In jechnical cehamici jahgon, clao _i a bodo, and jechnicallo ipeaking, ijºi a bodo
jhaj holdi memoho. Thehe ahe lahioki conieqkencei foh claoºi ipecial kind of
majehial memoho, mhich ii inelijablo enpehienced ai a ilippage, a ilkmp, a jilj.
Yok can endleiilo adjkij an oȁ-kiljeh poj, oh imoojh okj a icklpjkheºi bklge, oh
ijkȁ nemipapeh kndeh a ilokching handle, bkj in jhe Âhing, a clao fohm mill
almaoi cock jomahd jhe ihape of iji ijemahdºi ohiginal endealoh. Fleiho ai me ahe,
mhaj can clao memoho jell ki abokj okh memoho? And mhaj can clao bodiei jell
ki abokj okh bodiei? Enjeh T^e Bedo, T^e Ob`ecj, T^e Oj^eh, jhe iecond ijehajion
of jhe Chaʆj Conjempohahoºi clao biennial.

On jhe fah mall of jhe iecond-Ãooh galleho¶a ionjhejicallo bhighj, mindomleii,
lom-ceilinged ipace¶ii a fohmajion of Âij-mide, ijeado imkdgei, aj ahoknd
ihokldeh heighj. Each ii ilighjlo japehed, almoij ham-like, almoij Ãoajing, Ãaj

https://www.x-traonline.org/
https://www.x-traonline.org/issues
https://www.x-traonline.org/online
https://www.x-traonline.org/events
https://secure.x-traonline.org/store/category/13
https://www.x-traonline.org/about
https://www.x-traonline.org/support
https://www.x-traonline.org/search?term=Review
https://www.x-traonline.org/search?term=Georgia%20Lassner


bkj iomehom dimeniional. The jhhee homi of blood-like imeahi, oh imphinji, ahe
joo neaj and joo pheciie foh jhe jimelo, mhejched image jheo eloked foh me. If a
ijain cokld hale a loice, jhii one mokld be gkjjkhal. In mo omn animal inijincj, I
iam jhe mahki ai animal-like¶iomejhing like fkcking, a moknd, a mide, l-
ihaped ijain¶knjil mo higheh bhain conqkehed mijh iji phefehhed phojecjile
calcklajion: noj blood, bkj ihon; noj Ãeih, bkj clao. Foh all of jhe Ãeiho jhingi
jhaj hale been ilapped, pheiied, iholed, beajen injo a mall, in jhii inijance, ij
mai dej a bodo bkj a hknk of minehali, hocki, dkij. Whaj had happened hehe?
Nicole Seiilehºi Phefah_d] (2020), an ongoing pehfohmance of medging
(pheiiing, imaihing, fohcing) jhii ihon-hich clao againij an immolable mhije
galleho mall, ikcki all jhe ajjenjion fhom jhe hoom. So ijahk and hkde, io Ãaj and
lighj, ij ii an ejheheal hkijo ghoij in a galleho of looming pedeijali ikbikming
jheih icklpjkhei.

Ai if jhe mohd ickbfjkhe mehe noj fhakghj enokgh, cehamiciº iemanjici hale 
almaoi iehled ai bojh a lifeline and a chaim bejmeen objecji made of clao¶and 
elehojhing elie. In heh eiiao ·Cehamici and Ahj Chijiciim,̧  pheienjed aj jhe 
Cehamic Millennikm confehence in Amijehdam in 1999, Janej Koploi makei jmo

ahgkmenji: 1) clao ii a majehial, cehamici ii a diicokhie; 2) cehamici ii a diȁehenj 
diicokhie jhan icklpjkhe. Koploi mhoje jhaj mining jheie jmo diicokhiei 
jogejheh mokld pheienj a knilehial phoblem foh jhe clao ahjiij: ·Ij mokld jkij 
mean jhaj jhingi mokld be hegahded ai pooh icklpjkhei hajheh jhan good poji.̧  
The cockhajohi of T^e Bedo, T^e Ob`ecj, T^e Oj^eh mao hale chkcked delicaco 
okj jhe mindom mijh jhe jijle of jhe enhibijion, bkj cbao biennial ii a imahj and 
ipeciÂc fhaming choice, jokjing jhe majehial mijhokj iignaling jo jhoie mho 
mokld ikbichibe jo jhe limijed diicokhie Koploi io ikccincjlo okjlined.
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liling jhingi¶jhe fallen objecj mijh iji oamning oh icheaming mokjh-hole, 
jhkncajed, pehhapi caijhajed, and phoijhaje jo iji gooieneck pahjneh, oh maijeh. 
The acholic ii a melcome liikal abehhajion in bojh ihape, coloh, and pehmeabilijo, 
iji hahd edgei pehfohming a mighjo claih mijh jhe imoojh, almoij iniecj-like 
leiiel belliei. Foheghoknded in jhe jijle ai jhe icene of a bogone bajjleghoknd, 
jhe global applicajion of jhe gokhd ai leiiel, ai food, ai decohajion emehgei ai a 
ijand-in foh a bogone bodo, oh bodo polijic. Fhk_ji e\ a Fabbed Ecf_he embhacei 
jhe imao of nahhajile, bkj leji jhe majehiali do jhe poejic maning. Amkmahd in 
fohm and moijehioki in fkncjion (jhokgh ghacefkl ai a ipace-age gokhd 
ckpholdeh), ij oanki jime in jmo diȁehenj dihecjioni. On a chkel dao, ij cokld be a 
phop in a Kkbhick Âlm.



Cammie Sjahoi, Fhk_ji e\ a Fabbed Ecf_he, 2019. Cehamic and acholic, 43 × 24 × 12 in. Cokhjeio of jhe ahjiij and
Shklamij Napahian, Loi Angelei. Phojo: Blake Jacobien.

Pehhapi nojhing claihei mohe mijh Phefah_d]ºi almoij impehcepjiblo
dimeniional ikhface jhan Wannin Zhangºi Sfec_ab Acbaiiadeh (2011), mhich ii
jalleh jhan mano hkmani and, in a mohd, jehhifoing. Pahj elil Mickeo Mokie, pahj
iad panda, pahj Gooniei, Sfec_ab Acbaiiadeh pheienji ai a pombie-apocalopie



lehiion of iji cleah hefehenj, jhe Tehha Cojja Ahmo, diicolehed in Shaanni 
pholince in Nohjhmeij China in jhe 1970i. Sfec_ab Acbaiiadeh ii eehilo placed aj 
an angle in jhe cohneh, facing noj liiijohi jo jhe galleho bkj Phollii Gheenºi 
decade-long phojecj Odd Obd T^_d]i (2009µ19), mhich jhe clao Âgkhe ii pehhapi 
phepahing jo annihilaje. The impheiiilelo hkge fohm¶iji ikhface a chknko 
laoehed maih of clao jhaj looki healo and impehmeable, onidei dhipping domn iji 
ihokldehi and mejjing iji mokjh¶pkihei Âgkhajion injo a gleefkllo macho-
manimaliij ipace, a Pejeh Voklkoi jkhned ijajke. Bkj knlike jhe mkiclo, ielf-
agghandiping legaco of Amehican abijhacjion, jhe ijakei in jhii mohk ahe higheh. 
In almoij pehfecj oppoiijion jo Empehoh Qin Shi Hkangdiºi ijhikinglo dejailed 
and nkanced ahmo of clao¶mijh jheih chiieled jop-knoji and ihapelo eoebhomi, 
jheih neajlo jied icahlei and ijhaighj goajeei¶Sfec_ab Acbaiiadeh phopoiei a 
iimple, lkijo qkeijion: Whaj kind of empehoh mokld jhii nighjmahe mahhioh 
iehle? One animeh: Sfec_ab Acbaiiadeh ii a ghojeiqke ioldieh, kneahjhed foh a 
ghojeiqke jime.
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UP�EFGZ phoblemajic ideai of pkhijo and akjhenjicijo. Thehe mao be no poinj in 
hehaihing old ahgkmenji abokj jhe meaning of poijmodehnijo, bkj in clao, jhii ii 
leho mkch a diicokhie jhaj ijill majjehi, ai elidenced bo jhe pehiiijenj injeheij 
in enhibijion fhamemohki ikch ai jhii leho clao biennial. To jhaj end, ijºi chkcial 
jo acknomledge jhaj Halfmoonºi phoiical and concepjkal manipklajion of jhe 
majehial jhanicendi ij all¶cha j, fohm, ckljkhe, and moij impohjanjlo, jhe le 
joleh modehniij coniehlajiim in jhe cehamic Âeld. Halfmoon gilei heh objecji 
mejaphohical meaning noj j^hek]^ bkj beoedd jheih fohm and ckljkhal hehijage.
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Thii ghokping pheienji a hahe momenj in jhe enhibijion mhehe jhe mohki ieem 
almoij lijehallo jo be ipeaking jo each ojheh¶Âjjing foh a ihom mhoie ikbjecji 
ahe injended jo be kniÂed bo Âgkhajion. In jhii jhiangle, Phefah_d] loomi, 
ohdehed bkj inichkjable, bodilo bkj mijhokj lolkme. The jhick of jhe mohk, jhe 
magic jhick, ii jhaj ij hijacki all jhe ojheh mohki ahoknd ij, bajjehi jhem domn, 
balli jhem kp, and baihei jhem againij jhe mall. Ijºi an ahjmohk jhaj makei me 
manj jo jopple elehojhing ahoknd me and baih ij againij jhe mall, joo. Pehhapi ij 
goei mijhokj iaoing, bkj Phefah_d] ii a feminiij geijkhe becakie ij jhmahji jhe 
majehialijo of jhe icklpjkhe. Aj laij, ij can no longeh be kied jo hendeh okh bodiei
¶ad_ek jo jhe Venki of Willendohf.
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Rage mao be ikblimajed eliemhehe in jhii enhibijion. Cannkpa Hanika Lkgehºi 
Secej^_d] je Hebd Odje (2019) ii anojheh ahjmohk mhoie iimple fohm beliei jhe 
complenijo of iji mejaphoh. The mohk comphiiei a ihohj lideo, a diiplao of clao 
iqkeepei called ·beadi,̧  and a mall label inlijing jhe akdience jo pahjicipaje in 
jhe phojecj bo fohming a bead jhaj mill kljimajelo be ·joined¸ mijh ojheh beadi. 
Among jhe mano idioionchaiiei of Secej^_d] je Hebd Odje ii iji inijallajion in a 
bkilj-in lijhine. The ahjmohkºi miiiion, me ahe jold, ii jo dham ajjenjion jo ·jhe 
olehmhelming nkmbeh of deajhi and jhakmajic incidenji jhaj hale occkhhed ai a 
heiklj of policed mighajion achoii jhe U.S./Menico bohdeh,̧  and iji jangible 
fohmal okjcomei inclkde a iehiei of imall, knÂhed clao fohmi jhaj fhom fah amao 
heiemble hkman-iiped jkhdi.  To conjenjkalipe jhii mohk in jhe moij 
mkieological ipace alailable in jhe enhibijion inlijei jhe akdience jo pehceile 
jheie clao jhingi ai helici, noj ai jhe pehfohmajile objecji jheoºhe injended jo be. 
The lijhine and jhe ihellei implo a ijaiii jhaj ieemi mohe aligned mijh jhe 
Sokjhmeij Mkiekm jhan jhe Cha j Conjempohaho. Thaj iaid, jhe ckhajohi mao 
hale injended a ilo inlehiion of old-faihioned mkiekm conlenjioni, ikblehjing 
jhe akdienceºi ijeheojopei bo ikblehjing jheih enpecjajioni.

Mkch of jhe conjenj of Secej^_d] je Hebd Odje liei in a ikbjle ahj mohld 
apphophiajion jhaj ook mighj miii if ook hkijle kp jo jhe iecond Ãooh galleho joo 
qkicklo. Thii jab liei in a ·call-jo-acjion¸ lideo¶a iilenj iej of inijhkcjioni in 
mhich Lkgeh demonijhajei jhe jhhee-pahj phoceii foh cheajing a clao bead jo 
conjhibkje jo hii phojecj. Thehe ahe jmo phominenj fohmal feajkhei of jhii lideo: 
Lkgehºi handi and Lkgehºi johio, beahing a T-ihihj jhaj headi, ·In a dheam ook 
iam a mao jo decolonipe, and ook mehe fkll of joo.̧  Thii ii an apphophiajion of 
ahjiij Jenno Holpehºi Id a Dheac Yek Sam a Wao je Skhl_le add Yek Wehe Fkbb e\ 
Jeo (fhom jhe Skhl_lab iehiei, 1983µ85), one of heh mano nom-famoki Thk_ici. 
The ihihj, deiigned bo Demian Din�Yaphiº, fokndeh of R.I.S.E.: Rad_cab 
Idd_]edeki Skhl_ladce & Ecfemehcedj, ii a kind of inlehjed jhkiim. Fah paij 
jhe ipace of lagkelo poejic, jhokghj-pholoking aphohiimi, decebed_pe elokei a 
ipeciÂc hiijoho foh mhich accoknjabilijo hai oej jo be accepjed. While Holpehºi 
Thk_ici ahe concepjkal lingkiijic plaoi jhaj mimic and ahe deplooed like�
BEWFSUJTFNFOUT
�UIF�5�TIJSU�T�TMZ�XPSE�TXBQ�QSPQPTFT�UIBU�5SVJTNT�BOE�USVJTNT�TQFBL�
POMZ�UP�UIF�TMJN�XPSME�UIBU�JT�UIF�BSU�XPSME�T�NBKPSJUZ��"MTP�FNQIBUJD�JO�4PNFUIJOH�UP�
)PME�0OUP�JT�UIF�BDUJPO�POF�NVTU�BQQMZ�UP�DSFBUF�UIJT�TJNQMF
�DSBTT
�UVSE�MJLF�
NVMUJQMZJOH�TDVMQUVSF��B�DMPTFE�mTU�



Like moij bienniali, Hollo Jehgeh and Andhei Paoan Eijhadaºi T^e Bedo, T^e 
Ob`ecj, T^e Oj^eh ii a feaj of ohganipajion and jime ipenj, if noj a hadical 
ckhajohial phopoiijion. All of jhe ahjmohki hale iomejhing jo oȁeh jhe liemeh 
mho can knichamble jhem fhom each ojheh. (Mo miih foh jhii ihom ii mo 
impoiiible miih foh all ihomi¶jhaj me hale jhe bheajhing hoom jo coniideh each 
mohk on iji omn jehmi.) Mano of jhe ahjiiji ihahe cehjain feajkhei (inclkding 
being jhihjo-iome-jhingi edkcajed in cehamici phoghami aj knilehiijiei and 
haling had mohki on liem in commehcial gallehiei in Loi Angelei dkhing jhe paij 
oeah) jhaj cokld hale cakied jhe ihom jo ikem jomahd a meljing-poj liiion of 
conjempohaho clao phacjicei, hajheh jhan an agghegaje of kniqkelo poiijioned 
ahjiiji chooiing jo mohk in clao. Bkj pehhapi jhajºi jhe poinj. Ihonicallo, ijºi noj 
jhe majehial of clao ijielf jhaj jhii ijehajion of jhe clao biennial foheghokndi bkU�
SBUIFS�JUT�OFXGPVOE�BTTJNJMBUJPO�JOUP�UIF�OFXMZ�JNBHJOFE�JOTUJUVUJPOT�PG�UIF�UXFOUZ�
mSTU�DFOUVSZ�
$FSBNJDT�JT�B�DSBGU
�B�EJTDJQMJOF
�B�TLJMM
�BOE�B�NBUFSJBM�UIBU�IBT�BMXBZT�CFFO�LFQU�BQBSU�
GSPN�BSU�ZFU�DMPTFMZ�NJSSPST�BSU�T�JEFPMPHJDBM�IJTUPSZ��"U�UIF�BSU�DPMMFHF�XIFSF�*�XPSL
�*�
TPNFUJNFT�IFBS�GBDVMUZ�PČFS�SFBTPOT�GPS�XIZ�DFSBNJDT�IBT
iSFUVSOFEw��UIBU�DMBZ�EFNBOET�B�EFTQFSBUFMZ�OFFEFE�UBDUJMJUZ�JO�UIF�BHF�PG�TDSFFO�
JOEVDFE�EJTFNCPEJNFOU��0G�DPVSTF
�BOZ�BSU�NBUFSJBM�DBO�CF�BT�FNCPEJFE�PS�
EJTFNCPEJFE�BT�JUT�NBLFS��5IF�JEFB�PG�DMBZ�BT�BO�FNCPEJFE�NBUFSJBM�JT�KVTU�UIBU�BO�
JEFB�OPU�TPNF�LJOE�PG�JDLZ�NPEFSOJTU�USVUI��%FTQJUF�OFX�HFOFSBUJPOT��JOGBUVBUJPO�
XJUI�DMBZ�T�VOJRVF�NBUFSJBM�QSPQFSUJFT
�BMPOH�XJUI�JUT�FBTZ
�JG�OPU�TPNFXIBU�MB[Z
�
QTFVEP�NFUPOZNJD�DPODFQUVBM�RVBMJUZ�	DMBZ�BT�FBSUI
�FBSUI�BT�DMBZ

�*�EPO�U�UIJOL�
UPEBZ�T�TPPO�UP�CF�BSUJTUT�XPVME�DPODFEF�UP�USVUI�UP�NBUFSJBMT��$POUFNQPSBSZ�BSUJTUJD�
QSPEVDUJPO�USFOET�UPXBSE�USVUI�UP�POFTFMG�BOE�POF�T�PXO�JEFOUJUZ
�IPXFWFS�MPPTFMZ�
FJUIFS�JT�DPOTUSVDUFE�
"OE�XIBU�PG�DMBZ�CPEJFT�BOE�NZ�CPEZ �%JE�ZPV�LOPX�UIBU�XIFO�BO�FNCSZP�JT�
EFWFMPQJOH�JO�B�GBMMPQJBO�UVCF
�ZPV�DBO�UBLF�B�TFSJFT�PG�NFUIPUSFYBUF�JOKFDUJPOT�UP�TUPQ�
UIF�DFMMT�GSPN�EJWJEJOH �5IJT�JT�OPU�QBSU�PG�BSU
�CVU�JU�JT�BSUGVM�UIF�TZSJOHF�XJUI�JUT�
OFPO�ZFMMPX�MJRVJE
�BOE�UIF�FBTZ�CVU�FYQFSU�XBZ�UIF�OVSTF�TJOLT�UIF�OFFEMF�JOUP�ZPVS�
IBVODI��*G�ZPV�UJHIUFO�ZPVS�NVTDMF�BT�UIF�JOKFDUJPO�JT�BENJOJTUFSFE
�ZPV�MM�GFFM�TPSF�GPS�
EBZT��5IF�USJDL�JT�UP�TUBZ�DPNQMFUFMZ�SFMBYFE��$PNQMFUFMZ��8IFO�*�SFDFJWFE�UIFTF�
JOKFDUJPOT
�*�JNBHJOFE�NZ�CPEZ�XBT�B�EPDJMF�NPVOE�PG�DMBZ
�DPPM�BOE�mSN��"OE�XIJMF�
B�CPEZ�JT�OPU
�DBO�U�CF
�MJLF�DMBZ
�UIF�NFUBQIPS�DMFBSMZ�IBT�OPU�PVU�MJWFE�JUT�QPXFS
�
SFGPSNJOH�BOFX�BT�FBDI�BSUJTU�TJOLT�UIFJS�mOHFST�JOUP�BOPUIFS�NBMMFBCMF�TMBC�


